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RETURN of the various OATHS or 
which are made on their Accession 
States : Great Britain and Ieeland, 
Austro-Hungary. 



DECLARATIONS touching RELIGION 
to Power by the Heads of the following 
Empire of Germans’, United States, France, 



GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 



1 -Declaration mad o by the King, on hie Accession in the House of Lords, pursuant 
to section / of the Bill of Bights (/ W. Sf M. sess. 2, c. 2). 

T EDWARD do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God profess, 

’ nil J tint T fin believe that in the Sacrament of the Lord s Supper 

B adoration of the Virgin Mary or any other Sam and 
and that the mvoca now used in the Church of Rome are superstitious 

I 7 dr solemnly fa the presence of God, profess, testify, and 
declare^ that* 1 1 do mate t"totion anS every part thereof in the plain and 
declare, that i , read unto me as they are commonly understood by 

EnSSh P^otostants^without any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation what- 
dispensation fiom J 1 ??! q 0 j op ma n or absolved of this declaration or any 
the beginning. 

n.-Oath with regard to the Church of Scotland, taken by the King at his first Council 
on 23rd January 1901. 

T UPWARD VII King of 'the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
I EDWARD Vil., mi K Promise and Swear that I shall inviolably 

Defender of the Faith, , tlem e ^ t 0 f the true Protestant Religion, with the 

maintain and preserve the , Privileges of the Church of Scotland 

So^fW toT te proseSn of the Claim of Right, and 

as establishe y Intituled An Act for securing the Protestant Religion and 

Presbyterian ^humh^overnment! mid by\he Acts passed in the Parliament of both 

Kingdoms for Union of the two Kingdoms. 

SO HELP ME GOD. 



EMPIRE OF GERMANY. 

Oorr of Despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin. 

(No. 112.) Berlin, 2 May 1901. 

My Lord, , • i 0 f t \,\ 8 series of the 4th of March, 

(Signed) ’ FRANK C, LASCELLES. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne, K=G-., 

&c. &c. 
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Enclosure in above Despatch. 

(Translation.) Mbmo™,. 

»?£?** *• 
rrz P r z otiiig ae maMng of a pr °™ «» ^ o r :2Tz:^z 

of vit \ A 2i° 54 of the Cbart - 

tie Prussian Diet, makes a promise on oath “to ZT° e ^ TJnited Chambe ™ of 
“ fixed and inviolable mHo Toverv 2 . n P 6 ?“ nBtltntlon of tb « Kingdom 
According to this the ^SstituZToatb tbe 

reference to tie position of reliSinn w,r • B . 01 .vrnssia contains no direct 

seeing that in theLhg linteSnce ot thl ^ State ; but 

of the fundamental principles renardinn relicdmi «nd ° , ls P romlBed > the observance 
“ Articks b2 ' 13 - “ d 14 of the Charter of the d °™ 

The above-mentioned Articles run as follows 

Article 12. 

«nd h 31^ d nr o f^otZ US p S Id'pSSf f T S S0Ci6tieS (Articles 30 
Sgg ol 2a and p^S'die^cf ******* ^“tf. ^ 

the freedom of religion P CaQ enS ™ 0n acC0Dnt of * b ° exercise of 

Article 13. 

la°™ tieS '*** laTe “ oorporation 

Article 14. 

which 6 institutions of the State 

religious freedom guaranteed in IS 12 H 0 ”’ ' W,,h ° Ut pre -< udice *° the 

pSiiSi^ii^sS j n 27 J h ’ i888 ' ***» «a 

United Chambers of the Diet, with die words fr ° m ^ Thvone made before tie 

- (fSS S -sssirs- 

.i iSi'SJs S“ ™zv«u ; m ei-« ■«* 

Majesty then said Is follows a ! JeLvd ™treSmtt 3a " ^ 2?th ’ 18S8 ‘ His 

‘htlltT State , t0 ^ Catholic CffiirbtTin ^ 

duty to bestow myEoyi] protSdon 1 ^ ° eSU ’ TS ’ I / ba11 aIwa J B re g a rd it my 
exercise of their belief P 011 religious creeds m my land for the free 

legislation hJT^to^hTMt^li^enf'rf 804 ^' ‘Z tbe n ™ P olitical church 
Catholic Church and its'sSS Held Wee “ tbe State and tb e 

I shall endeavour to preset ptZfVe S ZhZn^° ^ » , 



" ' UNITED STATES: ■ 1 

" lSl Xr A ™ AT WasHinoTox. 

My Lord, 

In obedience to the instructions contain pH in V ^ ^ijgton, 24 March 1901. 
of March 4th, I addressed an hZw to the 3nr Lorfriup’s Oirodar Despatch 
declaration with regard to religion was made hv th p* 7 ? a ? as to what oat i or 

his accession to office. g b ? tbe P ™ ldeIlt of the United States on 
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I have now the honour to enclose a; copy of the reply I have received from Mr. Hay, 
from which it appears that under the Constitution of the United States no religious 
test is required as a qualification for the office of President. Mr. Hay gives the text 
of the Solemn Oath or Affirmation which is prescribed for the President of the United 
States to take before the entrance upon his office. 

I have, &c. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne, K.G., (Signed) PAUNCEFOTE. 

&C. &C. 



Enclosure in above Despatch. 

/■vr rn i r \ Department of State, 

' o* Washington, 

Excellency 21 Marot , 1901 - 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency s note, 
No 70 of the 1 8th instant, in which you state that His Majesty's Government are 
desirous of laying before the House of Commons information relating to the various 
Oaths or Declarations with regard to religion which are made, on their accession to 
cower by the Heads of certain States, and you ask to be furnished with the desired 
information so far as the President of the United States is concerned 

In reply, I have the honour to quote from Clause 3, Article VI., of the Constitution 
of the United States the following : — „ ... 

“ No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification of any office or public 

trust under the United States. . , . . c . , , , , ,,, 

The Oath or Affirmation taken by a President of the United States before the 
entranoe upon the execution of his office is prescribed by the' Constitution of the 
United States (Article II., section 1), and is as follows :— 

“ I do solemnly swear (or affirm), that I will faithfully execute the office of President 
of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend 
the Constitution of the United States.” 

1 have, &C. 

His Excellency (Sighed) John Hat. - 

The Eight Hon. Lord Pauncefote. G.C.B:, G.C.M.G., 

Ac. &c. &c - 



Copy of Despatch erom His Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris. 

!<?»■ 83 ') ' Paris, 6 March, 1901. 

MT ° With reference to Your Lordship's Despatch, marked Circular, of the day before 
yesterday I have the honour to state that, although I felt certain that no Oath is 
S!fcted from a newly-elected President of the Republic, I thought it as well to have 

official confirmation of my accuracy in this respect. ,, ... 

I therefore asked Monsieur Delcasse this afternoon whether a new President was 
obliged to take any Oath on assumption of office, and His Excellency replied that 
having been present as a Cabinet Minister at the Election of Messieurs Casimir-Pener, 
Felix °Faure and Emile Loubet, be could assure me that on each occasion die new 
President bad done nothing but receive tbe congratulations of bis friends ; and that, 
as a matter of routine, be sent bis message to tbe Legislature as soon as possible 
without hny further formality. ^ have &c 

(Signed)' ’EDMUND MONSON. 

Tbe Marquess of Lansdowne, E.G., 

&c. &c. &c. 
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AUSTKO-HUNGARY. 



Con- op Despatch prom His Majesty's Ambassador at Vienna. 



Vienna, 14 March 1901. 



(No. 73.) 

My Lord, 

In reply to Tour Lordship's Circular Despatch of the 4th instant, requesting 
information m regard to the various Oaths and Declarations with regard to religion 
made on their accession by the heads of Foreign States, I have the honour to forward 
herewith copies and translations. 

1. Of the form of the Oath which the next Emperor of Austria will have to 
„ T *J ke . m ™ tue of Article 8 of the Austrian Constitution of 1867 • 

Tour Lordship will remember that Austria had no constitution when the present 

oXrf any kind ’ 14 app6arS His Ma j esty tben took “° AcXon 

2. Of the Oath which His Majesty took as King of Hungary, and which 

his successors will take : 6 •’ ’ vulou 

of Cod r w d tf ip WiU I ‘ 0ti t °. e tb f . tbi ? co “ ta “ s engagement to maintain the Churches 
ot God, but these are mentioned in the plural and without any specification of creed 

Affairs G t6XtS haTS b6 ™ kmdly to me by the Ministry of Foreign 

I regret not being able to furnish a translation of the law of King Andreas II 
" S * tb ? Hungarian Oath ; but as that Sovereign lived in the commencement 
fhn^V 13tboent ™ y , 1 thmk . rt better “ ot to keep back my reply, in view of the fact 
that Tour Lordship s question arises i in connection with religious changes brought 

about so much later than the date of King Andreas’ reign. E uiougnt 

m, ,, I have, &c. 

i he Marquess of Lansdowne, K.G., (Sigued) p. R. PLUNKETT 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure No. 1 in above Despatch. 

(Translation.) 

Article 8 of the Statute of December 21st, 1867, respecting the Exercise of Baling and 
Executive Power. 8 

hon^o^XBLTsraii 006881011 ““ S<te “ ° atb “ * ba of both 

, “To maintain the inviolability of the fundamental laws of the Kingdoms and 
Provinces represented m the Beichsrath and to rule in accordance wirt fW 
and the common laws of the Empire.’’ accordance with these 



Enclosure No. 2 in above Despatch. 

Translation of the German Version of the Hungarian Text of the Oath taken bv the 

King. y 



We, Francis Joseph I., by the Grace of God, &c., as Hereditary and Apostolic King 
of Hungary and its Dependencies, swear hy Almighty God, by the Virgin Mary § 
by all the Saints of God, to maintain theVureL/of God/tbe ^ mnnSLu fcrties 
(Mumcipien) of Hungary and its Dependencies, as well as the ecclesiastical and ay 
inhabitants of those estates of every rank, in their rights, prerogatives Worn 
privileges laws, ,n their ancient, good and approved customs; to see tha? ius«ce"s 
done TO all : to maintain intact rights, constitution, and the legal independence and 
territorial integrity of Hungary and its Dependencies ; to respect the laws of the late 
King Andreas II -(with the exception of the Clause of Article 31 of the laws 
beginning with the words Quodsi vero nos" to the words " in nernetuam 

tacnltatem )-not to alienate nor curtail the dominion of Hungary and ite 
Dependencies, nor whatever belongs to these countries by right and titlf but as far as 
possible to increase and extend them; and that we will do all that we ™ instlv able 

ml all Hi Safnt“ m0n “ d ° f tbeSa “<*• S° h ”p ^ ££ 
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